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Dear colleagues and friends of peace,
The Coronavirus has changed the world, no one could imagine that we would stay at home and live under these conditions; indeed, just about everything has changed.

But one point has not changed: the dramatic militarization of the world. All 15 wars and the nearly 200 armed conflicts are continuing. NATO countries have not even given an answer to the dramatic ceasefire appeal of UN General Secretary Guterres.

NATO will continue to call for a minimum of 2% of GDP for the military budgets of all NATO countries. The world is spending more than 1,8 Trillion on arms and wars. The US spent the unbelievable amount of 738 Billion on their military. Arms production and exports have increased all over the world. We have not forgotten what daily life has become in Yemen. It is a cynical take, but under the conditions of the big economic crisis, 2% of GDP will be less than expected. I am waiting for Trump to call for 6%. 
Even under the circumstances, with daily deaths from the Coronavirus, not one of the nuclear weapons countries has stopped the modernization of their nuclear weapons, or developing new ones. We are facing the danger of the end of the last nuclear agreement between the US and Russia and of new nuclear weapons countries.
Where are the politicians, where are the mass media? Who is addressing the issue that hundreds, even thousands of people are dying every day, every second because of the wars in the world, because of all the armed conflicts, because of all the small weapons? Who is shouting that every second one child is dying because of hunger?
How many of the poor Coronavirus victims could have survived if the health care systems in the US, in Italy, in Spain, and all the other countries had not been ruined because we reduced the money for health care and spent it for the military, for the wars in the world!

Who is raising these questions? Could you hear them in the last weeks? Could you listen to them on TV, could you read them in the newspaper? Were they discussed in the parliaments?
No and never! Nowhere in the world! 
It is only us – the worldwide peace movements and the social movements which are mentioning these points, which raise the voice of humanity, despite the very difficult circumstances!

We are needed, in a situation of worldwide crisis, even more than we often believe.

The political class is using the crisis to unite society under their rules, under undemocratic hysteria. Whoever does not follow the elites will be punished in very different ways? They are destroying democracy across the world every day, authoritarianism is rising. The EU ,often named a peace project, has continued its intensive program of militarization. The leaders of NATO are even continuing their vilification and confrontations with Russia and China in the midst of the pandemic. They still have not given up their fight for a new world order under their global leadership.
Above all, the industrialized countries are not fulfilling their obligations to avoid a climate disaster, despite their current and historical responsibilities. 
And we will see it very soon, that to overcome the economic crisis, governments will reduce all social, educational, and ecological budgets. Again, the people will pay for the crisis. Big industries will get the subsidies, and workers will lose their jobs.

Yes, our fights for disarmament against war, for a global transformation, for a new green peace deal will be harder.

But we must never stop raising the voice for peace and disarmament as we have always done in the long history of the peace movement. We must do it again and again! On the streets or online! Wherever we can.

We know that peace is more than the absence of war! Peace is in the understanding of Galtung and Chomsky global JUSTICE in a safe environment. The challenge for peace today is the great worldwide transformation to a just and ethical society. 
No more but also no less.

But every big change starts with the first steps!

We need a policy of common security as the alternative to confrontation and sanctions. This is the basis for a world which really wants to solve our global problems.

The wide range of social movements must cooperate much closer together. Peace in work, peace in the environment, peace and global justice, peace and climate protections; they are two sides of the same coin. Common actions worldwide is the challenge. Our congress today is a good starting point. Let us continue online and on the streets where we are living, loving, and working.

We, the activists of peace movements, the International Peace Bureau, will do what we can.

1. Nuclear weapons, which can destroy the whole planet, must be banned. A nuclear weapons-free world and the immediate global ratification of the are our first goals.
2. We need the 1,8 Trillion Dollars which we are spending on the military for a new worldwide healthcare system. That would be a great step in conversion! Beds, medical masks und ventilators instead of tanks and air fighters! Money for climate security and protection instead of military bases. 300 Billion per year are needed for the Sustainable Development Goals: Take this money from the worldwide military budget.
And if you say that is more than we spent in the budgets for wars: yes, that is true; but we must never forget: if we take the money from the 1% and give it to the 99%, there is enough money in the word. We need to transfer it from the right persons, banks, hedge funds, and big companies for social and environmental purposes.
And as urgent tasks:  Let us support the call of the UN General Secretary for a global ceasefire and let us fight for the end to all sanctions.

This is the background to all our common activities with trade unions, with progressive churches, with environmental movements, above all those who are combatting climate change.

The consequences of the big Coronavirus, economic, and ecological crises can only lead us to unite the forces for change. Disarmament and world without nuclear weapons and wars are the keystones for global justice and an environmentally-protected world.

In every crisis there is also a chance: let us accept the challenges we are facing with strength and a commitment to make the world a better place.

